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Render therefore unto Ceſar the Things 


which are Ceſar's. 


— 


— —es.. 


FK HES E Words are the wiſe and prudent Anſwer of 
T * our bleſſed Saviour to a moſt inſidious Queſtion, 


% calculated by the Phariſees to entangle him in his 


Talk. Inſtigated with Envy at that univerſal Po- 


pularity, which he had ſo deſervedly acquired; and burning 
with Hatred and Indignation againſt him, for the Sharpneſs, 


Freedom, and Frequency of his Reproofs (Wo unto you Scribes 


and Phariſees, Hypocrites !)) they concerted a Plan, which in 


their ſimple Judgements was ſure to draw him into a terrible 


A 2 Dilemma 


( 4 ) 

| Dilemma—either to ruin his Reputation with the People, or 
to expoſe him to the Laſh of Power, and the Vengeance of 
| inſulted Majeſty, To this End, they ſent ſome of their own 
Diſciples, ith the Herodians, ſaying, Maſter, we know that 
thou art true, and teacheſt the Way of God in Truth, neither 
| careſt thou for any Man; for thou regardeſt not the Perſon of 
Men —we ſee here how cunningly they attack him, and wing 
the Arrow with Flattery, that it may fly more ſurely to the 
Mark tell us now, what thinkeſt thou? Is it lawful to give 
Tribute unto Cæſar or not? This was not a queſtion of mere 
| Curiofity, but at that Time the Subject of much Debate and 
Contention. The Phariſees, a ſet of formal, preciſe, puritani- 
cal Perſons, who pretended to an extraordinary Degree of 
| Sanity, and were for ſhaping every Thing exactly to fit their 
oven Conſciences, held that it was unlawful: Studious to in- 


gratiate themſelves with the People, and like many modern 
Patriots careleſs what Diſorder, and Confuſion their ſeditious 


Doctrines might occaſion, they ſet themſelves up for ſtrenuous 
Aſſertors of the Liberty of the Subject; pretending to prove 
from the Law of Moſes, and the fundamental Principles of 
their Conſtitution that the Romans could have no legal Right 
of Taxation over them. On the other Hand, the Herodians 
as warmly maintained that it was not only lawful, but juſt 
and reaſonable, that the People ſhould pay Tribute to thoſe, 
from whom they derived the Advantages of Government, Pro- 
tection from their Enemies, the free Exerciſe of their holy Re- 
ligion, and the ſecure Enjoyment of their Rights and Proper- 
ties. Of Principles ſo diametrically oppofite were the two Sorts 
af Perſons, whom the Phariſces ſent to propoſe chis enſnaring 


Queſtion. 


| 
| 


/ 


#3 


Queſtion to our Saviour, is it lawful to give Tribute unt 
Cæſar, ornot?---It ſeems, from the artful Manner in whichthey jj 
addreſſed him, that they were in hopes he would have ann! 
ſwer'd in the Negative; and this would infallibly have com- 
pleated their ſanguinary Purpoſes, as it would have expoſed 
him to the fame Fate, which Judas of Galilee had met with a 
little before, and would have taken off the Odium of his Death ! 
from themſelves. But ſuppoſe that jeſus, aware of their 
Malice, and the Danger of anfwering directly to ſo critical | 
Point, had waved the Queſtion (as he did in the Caſe about | 
the Diviſion of the Inheritance, Man who made me a judge, 
ora Divider over you?) yet neither Thus would he have eſcaped | 
the Snare, that was laid for him: for then might not the 
Phariſees, with ſome Colour of Reaſon, have traduced, and 
vilified him to the People, either as one unable to anſwer to a 
plain and common Queſtion, and con ſequently utterly unfit * | my 
to explain the ſecret, and hidden Things of God ; or as a Per- | | 
ſon, who thro' Fear of the Herodians had ſtrangled the Truth, 
bad betrayed the Cauſe of the People thro' Cowardice, and | 
Timidity, and ſhewn himſelf more careful of his on Safety, 
than of the Liberty, Honour, and Intereſt of his Country?! 4 g 
There was yet a third Way of treating this Queſtion, and that 
was to anſwer ſimply in the Affirmative; a Way not leſs en- 
tangled with Danger and Difficulty, than the other two. For 
how certainly in this caſe would the Phariſees have accuſed ſi 
him as a Traitor to his Country's Freedom ; as a Violator of 
the Law of Moſes ; as a Court-Sycophant, and Tool to Herod 
as a falſe and ſpurious Meſſiah, who did not anſwer the pro- 
phetic Deſcription given of the legitimate Son of David, that 

« he: 


| © break the Sceptre of the Exactor, and reign over them as King, 


ES) 
t he ſhould redeem Iſrael from Slavery and Vaſſalage, ſhould 
from Sea even unto Sea?” Thus artfully, and wickedly was the 


Ambuſh laid; that which ever Way he ſhould take he might 
fall into the Snare, and periſh. —But how did our bleſſed 


| Maſter's prudent Behaviour diſappoint their Malice, expoſe 


their Hypocriſy, and overwhelm them with Wonder and Con- 


| fuſion? He perceived their Wickedneſs, ſays the ſacred Text, 


and cried, why tempt ye me, ye Hypocrites ? Shew me the 'Tri- 


{ bute Money: and they brought unto him a Peny : and he ſaith, 


whole is this Image, and Superſcription ? And they ſay unto 


him Cæſar's: then ſaith he unto them, render therefore unto 
Ceæſar the Things which are Cæſar's, and unto God the Things 
| that are God's: the Anſwer was not ſo much our bleſſed Sa- 
viour's, as the Reſult of their own frank and open Confeſſion : 
they acknowledged the Sovereignty of Czfar, by ſuffering him 
to impoſe his Coin upon them: in the Image they own'd the 
Face of their Governour, and in the Inſcription they read his 
Authority: it ſeemed to follow therefore neceſſarily from the 
| Premiſes, that they ought to pay him every Mark of Duty and 
| Subjection, which a Prince has a Right to exact from his Peo- 


ple: and when our Saviour tells them to render unto Cæſar 


the Things which are Cæſar's, he only ſpeaks the ſecret, and 
| flent Conviction of their own Minds. 


It is remarkable here that though the Queſtion propoſ- 


ed was ſimply whether the Tribute of Money was to be 
paid to Cæſar or not, our bleſſed Lord does not confine his 
' Anſwer to that one Particular, but commands us to render to 


him 


CF 
him whatever is His. Now we find in ſacred Scripture that 
there are various Tributes due to our lawful Sovereign: firſt, 
the Tribute of our Prayers; I command, ſays St. Paul, that 
Supplications, Prayers, and Interceſſions be made for all Men; 
for Kings, and all that are in Authority: ſecondly, the Tri- 
bute of Praiſe, and Honour, thou ſhalt not ſpeak Evil of the 
Ruler of thy People; and again, honour the King: thirdly; 
the Tribute of Obedience, and Subjection, ſubmit yourſelves 
to every. Ordinance of Man for the Lord's fake: laſtly, the 
Tribute of Money, as we may collect from our Saviour's Com- 
mand here in my Text, as well as from his own Example; 
having wrought a Miracle to pay Tribute for himſelf and Peter. 

Theſe are the Marks of Duty and Allegiance, which we are 
bound by all Laws, human and divine, to render to our law= 
ful Governour. It ſeems, by our bleſſed Lord's having joined 
Subjection to the cixil Magiſtrate, with Obedience to God, as 
if there was a natural Relation and Connection between theſe 
two Duties. And indeed if we look back into the Hiſtories of- 
other Nations, but more particularly into that of our own, we |} 
ſhall find that the Perſons, who have been moſt active in ſow= 
ing Sedition, and. alienating the Minds of the People from their: 
rightful Sovereign, have been Men of the looſeſt, and moſt de- 
teſtable Principles in religious Matters. Need I inſtance the un- 
happy Troubles in the Reign of CHARLES THE FIRST ; which: 
tho' they might have ariſen primarily. from ill-adviſed and 
untimely Exertions of the Prerogative, would never have been 
carried to ſuch ſhameful Lengths, if it had not been for the: 
Inſtigation. of wicked Men, who having ſhaken off all religious: 
Reſtraint, became impatient of every civil Tye, and Coercion ?; 
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Would to God the Complexion of the preſent Times did not 
bear ſo ſtrong a Reſemblance to thoſe, whieh I have been juſt 
pointing at! But who are they, that have been the chief Pro- 


moters of our late Diſturbances and Riots? Who are they that, 


under the Name and Banner of Liberty, blow the Trumpet of 
Sedition, and ſound an Alarm thro' the whole Kindgom Are 
they not Men of the moſt turbulent and levelling Principles; 
Enemies alike to our happy Conſtitution in Church and State; 
Who living without Chriſt, and without God in the World, 


would live too without Laws, and without Government; who 


think it the Perfection of Freedom to do every thing, that ſeems 


good in their own Eyes, and the very Emphaſis of Slavery to 
be ſubject to any Rules, tho' common to every Member of the 
Society, and made by the Legiſlative Power erected in it; who 
| fright the People with villainous Apprehenſions, the Spectres of 


their own difcontented and factious Minds, and with unpa- 


N rallel'd Audacity infult the Throne with Fictions and Falſe- 


hoods ? Theſe are the Men, who ſet themſelves up for ſtrenu- 


dus Aſlertors of the Liberty of the Subject; ungodly Men who 


deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak evil of Dignities; who under a 


Pretence of redreſſing Grievances endeavour to confound all 
Order and Diſtinction, and to introduce Anarchy, Tumult, 


and every evil Work. 


In the beſt of Times, and beſt of Governments there have 
never been wanting Men of this factious, and turbulent Spi- 
fit: for in every Society, where there are Honours, and Emo- 
luments ſet apart to reward thoſe, who employ their Time 
and Abilities in the Service of the Public, Men of envious and 


ſelfiſh 


(9) 


Jelſiſh Minds will never fail to think theſe Rewards proſtituted 
to the baſeſt Purpoſes, if they are not beſtowed on themſelves. } 
Hine Yle Lachrymæ ! Hence all that Diſcontent, and Diſſatis- 
faction, thoſe Murmurings and Complaints, thoſe pretended} 
-Grievances, and Oppreſſions, which we hear of—they are the 
rank Creation of Pride—the Voice of diſcontented Ambition, 
caught up, and echo'd to and fro by Men of deſperate Minds 
and deſperate Fortunes; who are glad of all Opportunities of 
embroiling the Peace of Society, and throwing every Thing 
into Confuſion. I appeal to the Candour and Conſcience of? 
every reaſonable Perſon, whether this be not the true Source 
of all thoſe Grievances and Apprehenſions, which are invent- 
ed by the Spawn of Faction to inflame the Minds of the Pe- | 
| 


ple, and render the Poſſeſſion of Power uncaſy to thoſe, who 
are at preſent entruſted with it. It is much to be lamented} 
that the Changes in Adminiſtration have of late Lears beer 
ſo frequent: a Circumſtance that conduces to Nrengrhen Op- 


poſition, and to keep Faction in Life and Spirits. Solomon 
tells us that for the Tranſgreſſion of a Land many are the 
Rulers thereof: And perhaps it is intended by Providence as} 
a Judgement upon us, and a Puniſhment due to our Sins, that] 
there are at this time ſo many would be Rulers, ſo many Men 
of Miniſterial Pretenſions in the Kingdom. To look round ane 
would be inclined to think it the eaſieſt Thing in the World 
to manage the great Machine of Government: for if a Ma j 
has Abilities enough to write his Name, he thinks himſel J 
qualified to be a Miniſter : and ſhould ſuch a one thro' the 
caſual concourſe of Political Atoms, or the ſtrange and un 
accountable Freaks of Fortune have been once unhappily ſitu- 


B ated 


(0 ) 


ated at the Helm, adieu for ever afterwards to all Peace and 
Content in a private Station! His Occupation's gone,—and he 


b loſes all Reliſh for thoſe domeſtic Virtues, which may former- 


ly perhaps have raiſed him much Credit and Eſteem he can 
| never pull down his towering Thoughts, and make them ſtoop 
{ to the humble Duties of a private Citizen—he wanders up and 
| down, a reſtleſs and perturbed Spirit, fomenting Diſcord, form- 
ing Cabals, and ſtooping to the meaneſt Artifices to propagate 
his Factious, and Seditious Principles: his Situation ſeems to 
be well pointed out by the Evangeliſt, in his Deſcription of 
the unclean Spirit : he returneth to his Houſe whence he went 
out, and when he cometh he findeth it ſwept and garniſhed : 
then goeth he, and taketh to him ſeven other Spirits more 
| wicked than himſelf ; and the laſt State of that Man is worſe 
than the firſt. Such is too commonly the Condition of thoſe, 
who have been degraded from the Management of public Af- 
fairs : and the Miſchiefs accruing to Society from their ſordid 
Conduct, and ſeditious Combinations, are many, and grievous : 
they tend to deſtroy that Union of the Subjects, upon which 
the internal Health, and the firm and robuſt Habit of the 
State chiefly depend: they embolden Men, who are Enemies 
to our excellent Conſtit ation, to publiſh their dangerous, and 
deſtructive Doctrin :s ; to infuſe into the Minds of the People, 
ever fond of Novelty, and prone to change, a Diſlike to the 
preſent Syſtem of Government; to poſſeſs them with I know 
not what Notions of Rights, and Powers, inherent in them- 
® ſelves ; to wean them from a due Obedience and Subjection 
j to their civil Parent; and to delude them with Dreams, and 
|. Viſions of Democracy. 


It 
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It would be utter Loſs of Time to argue with Perſons of this 


factious and turbulent Diſpoſition upon Principles of Reaſon 


and Conſcience, When their,own Humour and Intereſt are 
concerned, you will in vain tell them that it is unjuſt and 
impious, contrary to the Law of Nature, as well as to the ex- 
preſs Command of God, to attempt to diſorder the Wheels 
of Government, and to alienate the Minds of the People from 
their Sovereign — that there is but one ſingle Circumſtance, 
which can juſtify the leaſt Reſiſtance to the Supreme Power, 
and that is when the Supreme Power is manifeſtly employ'd to 


enſla ve the Subject, and marches boldly on to the Ruin of the | 
State. a Circumſtance, which I am confident the moſt aban- 


don'd of the preſent Faction do not in their own Conſcience 


| 


41 * 
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believe to be the Caſe, whatever they may pretend. No! it is | 
certain that a milder ànd gentler Prince never ſat upon the 


Throne, than our moſt gracious Sovereign, nor ever one, who 


had more at Heart the Proſperity and Happineſs of his Sub- 


jects. What arbitrary Exertions of the Prerogative, what En- 
croachments upon the Rights of the People, have we to com- 


plain of? His Reign was founded in Truth and Equity—it 


commenced with making the Courts of Law free and indepen- 
dent, that Juſtice might be fairly and impartially adminiſter'd: | 


and if, thro' the long and eſtabliſhed Cuſtom of Office, any 


miniſterial Meaſure has been taken, inconſiſtent with our juſt} 


{hall 


Rights and Privileges, we have ſeen it judicially condemned, 
and there is not the leaſt Probability, I had almoſt ſaid Poſſibi- | 
lity of its coming again into Practice. What then would theſe Y 
Sons of Sedition have more? Let them ſtand forth boldly, and 
make their reſpective Demands without Equivocation ; and we 


| ( 12. } 


mall find that one Part of them are only diſſatisfied becauſe they 
| are not entruſted with the Management of Affairs; and the 

other (impatient of all Regal Government, a Set of furious, 

and flaming Republicans) would tye up the Hands of Majeſty; 
and reduce it to ſuch a State of Weakneſs, as would difable it 
| | from reſiſting their Violence and Oppreſſion 
1 Such, my Reverend Brethren, is the unhappy Situation of 
| | this diſtrated Kingdom! And let it not, I entreat you, be 
reckon' d Arrogance and Preſumption in me, but rather be it 
{ imputed to a tender Concern for the Welfare of my Country, 
1 i I take this Opportunity of recommending it earneſtly to 
[ vou, to enforce upon the Minds of the People, committed ſe- 
verally to your Cares, a due Subjection and Obedience to Go- 
vernment. I would not here be thought to inſinuate 275 
we are any of us remiſs in inculcating this neceſſary Duty; 
Duty eſſential to the very Being of Society, and the . 
[ of that holy Religion, which we are ordained to diſpenſe : but 
| it ſeems to be more particularly incumbent upon us to be in- 
| fant and importunate in recommending it at this Juncture, 
| when a general Want of Subordination runs thro' the whole 
| Kingdom— when one Degree treads cloſe upon the Heels of 
another, and is impatient of the leaſt Precedence and Superio- 
rity— when thoſe great Cements of Society, the Fear of God, 
Reverence to the King, Obedience to the Laws, and Love for the 
Community, appear to be the ſtanding Jeſt of Libertines and 
# Fools—when Treaſon and Sedition no longer lie ſculking in 
dark and ſecret Places, but crawl about the Streets, and baſk 
} themſelves under the Mid-day Sun. At ſuch a Crifis as this 
| it- 


C28 } 


it is our indifpenſible Duty, as good Citizens, and Miniſters: | | 

of the Goſpel of Peace, to exert our utmoſt Abilities in laying; | 1 

before the People the Neceſſity of a due Subordination, and; 

Subjection to Government; in recommending to them the 

Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit; in being watchful to 

prevent the Enemy from ſowing Fares among the Wheat, and 

careful in rooting up thoſe ſeditious Principles, which may be 

already diſſeminated by evil and deſigning Men. I do not; 

mean that we ſhould ever proſtitute the Pulpit to political 

Harangnes, or the Intereſts of a Party: God forbid ! for what 

Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs, andwhat: | 

Communion hath. Light with Darkneſs, and what Concord 

hath Chriſt with Belial ? But we may, we muſt fo far interfere- || 

with Matters of State, as to imitate the Example of our beloved 

Maſter, and his bleſſed Apoſtles, in recommending it to every | 

Soul to be ſubject to the higher Powers. This was the Doctrine, 

which they inculcated under the bloody Reigns of thoſe Mon=- | | 
7 ſters of Iniquity, a TiBERtus, a CLaupDivts, and a NRRO: 
how much more are we bound to enforce it, under the mild 

and auſpicious Government of our preſent Sovereign? I am 
aware indeed that by ſo doing we may draw down upon our- 
ſelves the Odram, and Obloquy of theſe pretended Patriots, 
who delude and intoxicate the People with the maddening Name 
of Liberty. It is the pecuhar Misfortune of thoſe, who are 
honeſt enough to ſpeak in favour of the preſent State, to be 
accuſed as venal, time-ſerving Wretches, who would climb to 

Preferment, like Parrots by their Beak : while they, who thro* } 

Pique, or Paſſion, or Views of Intereſt, reprove and revile their 
Governours, are looked upon as Men of ſingular Freedom of 

Mind, 


„ 


Mind, and choice Friends to the Cauſe of Liberty, and the 
People. But what then? Let us remember that our bleſſed 
Saviour was not afraid of offending the Phariſees, or loſing his 
Popularity, when he enjoin'd them to render unto Cæſar the 
Things which are Cæſar's: beſides we know that it is our Du- 
ty to pleaſe and obey God, rather than Man; and let me add 
that in the Caſe now before us, it is not our Duty only, but 
our Intereſt too both here, and hereafter: for ſhould the pre- 
ſent mutinous, and ſeditious Humours prevail, our excellent 
Conſtitution may be utterly ruin'd :— When Popular Diſcontents, 
and Factions are ſuffer d to riſe to any conſiderable Height, no one 
can pretend to ſet Bounds to their Rage, or ſay hitherto ſhall 
ye come, and no further! They may ſhake the very Founda- 
tions of Church and State, and bury the fair Fabrick in Ruins: 
from the diſorder'd Chaos a wretched Tyranny is ſure to ariſe : 
for itis worth the Conſideration of thoſe, who are new-fangled, 
and fond of modelling Governments, that every Government 
in its Infancy, like unripe Fruit, muſt neceſſarily be harſh and 
ſour : it can only be protected by ſtanding Armies, and Obe- 
dience to it mult be extorted by Force and Violence; till in 
Proceſs of Time that which was rugged at firſt becomes gen- 
tle and eaſy. However deep and firm the Foundation of Li- 
berty may be laid, the Fruition of it 1s for after Ages ; like 
the planting of Trees, whoſe Shade and Fruit are only to be 
enjoy'd by Poſterity. With what Abhorrence then ſhould we 
behold theſe Diſturbers of the public Tranquillity, who with 
nefarious Hand would lay the Ax to the Root of our excellent 
. Conſtitution ; a Conſtitution, which has ſtood the Attack of ſo 
many Ages, and however hack d and hew'd by Sedition on one 
Hand, 


8 


Hand, and Prerogative on the other, has derived Strength and 
Vigour from every Wound: a Conſtitution which we now bes | 
hold fair and flouriſhing, as a Cedar of Libanus ; under whoſe}! 
Shade we may fit at Eaſe, and enjoy the Fruit of our Labours. 
O my Brethren let us pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem ! May 
they alone proſper, that love it! May Peace be within their 
Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within their Palaces! For our Bre- 
thren, and Companions ſake let us with them Proſperity ; yea 
becauſe of THE HousE oF THE LoRD OUR Gop, let us feeks 
to do them good! Amen, 
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